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Dispatch No, 297701 
Mailed: September 10, 2002 

NOTICE OF REASON FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No. 2000-245861 
Drafted Date of this Notice: September 2, 2002 
Patent Office Examiner: Kohji SUGAWARA 
Attorneys of the Applicant: Tsutomu TOYAMA et al. 
Applied Provision of Patent Law: Article 29, Main Paragraph, 

Article 29, Paragraph 2, 
and Article 36 



This application is to be rejected for the reasons 
stated below. If the applicant has any arguments against 
the Reason f or Re j ect ion of this NOTICE, such arguments should 
be field within 60 days from the mailing date of this NOTICE. 

REASONS 

[Reason 1] 

The inventions claimed in Claims 1-28 of this 
application are considered unpatentable under Article 29, 
Paragraph 2 of the Japanese Patent Law, since the inventions 
could have been easily accomplished by one of ordinary skill 
in this art from the inventions disclosed in the following 
publications distributed in Japan or elsewhere prior to 
filing of the application. 

NOTE 

1. Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 09-102003 

2. Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2000-090171 

3. Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 10-307868 

4. Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2000-123255 
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5. Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 11-282904 
REMARKS : 

• Regarding Claims 1-10, 17-25, 27 and 28 

• Cited Reference 1: 

The Cited Reference 1 describes a system for evaluating 
an economical effect in a case where a radio LAN system is 
introduced to an operation carried out in a warehouse and 
the like, wherein expenses, which can be reduced by 
introducing the radio LAN system, are calculated based on 
inputted information such as a size of the warehouse. 

It could be suitably accomplished by one of ordinary 
skill in the art to apply the system for calculating the 
specific expenses based on the inputted information, as 
described in the Cited Reference 1, to charge information 
processing for calculating charges required for working as 
a franchisee that provides automobile repairing services 
by a specific repairing method. 

• Regarding Claims 11, 12 and 26 

• Cited References 1 and 2 

The Cited Reference 2 describes a system for managing 
inventories . 

• Regarding Claims 13 and 14 ■ 

• Cited References 1-3 

The Cited Reference 3 describes a system for making 
a shop-opening plan by analyzing a commercial zone. 

Preparing a branching plan by managing the number of 
franchisees for each region can be easily conceived by one 
of ordinary skill in the art. 

• Regarding Claims 15 and 16 

• Cited References 1-5 

The Cited Reference 4 describes a system for managing 
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sales through a communication line, and the Cited Reference 
5 describes a system for managing sales to estimate the sales 
based on sales information. 

[Reason 2] 

The inventions claimed in the following Claims of this 
application are considered unpatentable, since they do not 
meet the requirements provided in Article 29, Main Paragraph 
of the Japanese Patent Law, in respect of the following 
points. 

REMARKS 

"A charge information processing apparatus" recited 
in Claims 1-24, and ''a franchise system" recited in Claims 
25-28 do not utilize a law of nature as a whole, since they 
only describe operational features of the charges to be 
calculated, but fails to describe specific matters relating 
to a calculation system, which indicate directly or 
indirectly how hardware resources are utilized and 
processed. 

Therefore, the subject matter of ^^a charge information 
processing apparatus" recited in Claims 1-2 4 , and the sub j ect 
matter of ""a franchise system" recited in Claims 25-28 do 
not fall under ^'an invention" which requires ^^the highly 
advanced creation of technical ideas by which a law of nature 
is utilized" as defined in the Japanese Patent Law. 

[Reason 3] 

The recitation of the Claims of this application does 
not meet the requirements provided in Article 36, Paragraph 
6, Item 2 of the Japanese Patent Law, in respect of the 
following points. 

REMARKS 

• In Claim 1, concerning the recitation of "a charge 
calculation device for calculating introduction expenses 
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of facilities required for working as the franchisee that 
provides the automobile repairing services by the specific 
repairing method based on the information inputted by said 
inputting device", the subject matter of the invention is 
indefinite, since the concrete structure of ^'a charge 
calculation device" can not be ascertained, even when matters 
for specifying the invention recited in the Claim and general 
technical knowledge at the time of filing this application 
are considered . 

• Further, in Claims 2-24, the structure of '"said charge 
calculating device" is still indefinite, as pointed out 
regarding Claim 1 above. 

• Similarly, in Claims 25-28, the structure of ""charge 
calculating device" is indefinite, as indicated regarding 
Claim 1 above. 

Therefore, the inventions claimed in Claims 1-28 are 
indefinite . 

If and when a new or further reason for rejection is 
found, a further Notice of Reason for Rejection will be 
issued. 



Prior Art documents, not relied upon 
but considered to be related to this application 

Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 06-338958 
Patent Laid-Open Publication No, 2000-194764 
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